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Producing Organic Peanuts in 
the Southeast

Early recommendations based on experience
and research so far

Mark A. Boudreau

 
This is an adaptation of a talk given 
at the Georgia Organics Conference, 
March 9, 2007, Douglas, GA.  
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Team Organic Peanut 

Scientists:

Emily Cantonwine*

Judith Carter

Jay Chapin*

Albert Culbreath*

Carroll Johnson*

Marshall Lamb

Barbara Shew*

Farmers:

Elton Baldy* 

Mr. Best*

Jimmy Davis*

Emile deFelice*

Ben Harris*

Koinonia Community*

Harry Ott*

Karen Owen

Relinda Walker*

Hebert Green Agroecology, Inc. www.greenagroecology.com

*Associated with SARE grant

 

Producing organic peanuts in the SE 
is a work in progress.  This 
presentation gives preliminary 
recommendations based primarily 
on the work of these individuals. 
The highlighted parties work 
together under a Southern 
Sustainable Agriculture Research & 
Education grant managed by Hebert 
Green Agroecology, Inc.  
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Considerations

Cultivar selection and planting

Fertility maintenance

Insect management

Disease management

Weed management

Harvesting and selling your peanuts

 

Several aspects of production will 
be covered here.  Please note that 
little commercial production of 
organic peanuts has occurred in the 
Southeast, and though the demand 
and price premium are great, the 
risks are also significant.  

http://www.greenagroecology.com
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It’s all about . . .

The Organic Approach

Whole-systems thinking
Long-term orientation
Avoid “silver bullet” and “input substitution”
Multiple simultaneous techniques
Flexibility and tolerance
Non-specific management practices

Rotation
Building soil organic matter
Maintaining diversity

 
If you are considering organic 
peanuts as an organic farmer, you 
will be familiar with these concepts.  
But if you are conventional farmer 
looking to try organic peanuts, 
realize that this type of farming 
requires long-term, system-scale 
thinking.    
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Cultivar Selection & Planting

‘Georganic’
New and bred for organic production.  
Available untreated

‘Georgia-05E’
Suitable for boiling

‘Georgia-01R’
‘DP-1’

In the Southern Coastal Plain where runner-types are 
typically grown (MS, AL, GA, SC).

Choose a vigorous, quickly-establishing cultivar with disease resistance 
particularly to leaf spot & tomato spotted wilt virus. These include:

Check with a supplier 
early for availability

 

If your supplier does not have the 
cultivar you want, check with Albert 
Culbreath (spotwilt@uga.edu) or 
Carroll Johnson (Carroll.Johnson@ 
ars.usda.gov), both at Tifton, GA, 
for other sources.  
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Cultivar Selection & Planting

‘NC-343’
Supplies may be limited, but this has been used successfully 
in organic disease control research trials

‘Perry’
A standby, but some susceptibility to late leaf spot

‘NC-12C’

No Virginia-type cultivar currently exists that has resistance to both early & 
late leaf spot and TSWV.  Choose one based on local history of disease.

Check with a supplier 
early for availability

In more northern regions where Virginia-types are 
typically grown (VA, NC, SC), these include:

 

If your supplier does not have the 
cultivar you want, check with 
Barbara Shew at NC State 
University 
(Barbara_Shew@ncsu.edu) for 
other sources.  
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Cultivar Selection & Planting

Plant late, when soil is warm
Plant ASAP after creating a clean, friable 
seed bed
Use high seeding rate for cultivar
Do not plant too deeply
Irrigation a must!
Organic seed treatment?
– Bacillussubtilis(Kodiak®)
may be effective

 
At this time we suggest you 
consider organic peanuts only if 
irrigation is available.  This allows 
you to ensure your planted seed will 
germinate and emerge immediately, 
and is important for insect control 
and aflatoxin avoidance.  

Slide 8 
Fertility Maintenance

Inoculate at planting for N
P from rotation and fertility plan

K important—test!  Place below pegging zone
Add landplaster(gypsum) at bloom for Calcium 
Apply Boron early in season
Be careful of zinc toxicity (raising pH can help)

Conventional guidelines generally compatible 
with organic production

 

Conventional peanuts typically rely 
on residual fertility from previous 
crops, which in the organic case 
depends on your rotation and long-
term nutrient management.  Test 
soils, and maintain a K:Ca ratio of 
about 3:1.   
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Insect Management

Conventional growers do not treat for most 
insects, but this depends on adequate moisture

Lesser cornstalk borer damage can be severe 
in dry conditions


